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but by persecution on the one hand and enduring it on the other1.' GOLDSMITH. ' Hut how is a man to act, Sir? Though firmly convinced of the truth of his doctrine, may he not think it wrong to expose himself to persecution? Has he a right to do so ? Is it not, as it were, committing voluntary suicide?' JOHNSON. 'Sir, as to voluntary suicide, as you call it, there are twenty thousand men in an army who will go without scruple to be shot at, and mount a breach for five-pence a day.' GOLDSMITH. 'But have they a moral right to do this?' JOHNSON. 'Nay, Sir, if you will not take the universal opinion of mankind, 1 have nothing to say. If mankind cannot defend their own way of thinking, I cannot defend it. Sir, if a man is in doubt whether it would be better for him to expose himself to martyrdom or not, he should not do it. lie must he convinced that he has a delegation from heaven.' GOLDSMITH. ' I would consider whether there is the greater chance of good or evil upon the whole. If I see a man who had fallen into a well, 1 would wish to help him out; but if there is a greater probability that he shall pull me in, than that I shall pull him out, I would not attempt it. So were I to go to Turkey, I might wish to convert the Grand Signor to the Christian faith ; but when I considered that I should probably be put to death without effectuating my purpose in any degree, 1 should keep myself quiet.' JOHNSON. ' Sir, you must consider that we have perfect and imperfect obligations. Perfect obligations, which are generally not to do something, are clear and positive; as, " thou shalt not kill." But charity, for instance, is not: definable by limits. It is a duty to give to the poor; but no man can say how much another should give to the poor, or when a man has given too little to save his soul. Jn the same manner it is a duty to instruct the ignorant, and of consequence to convert infidels to Christianity; but no man in the common course of things is obliged tt) carry this to such a degree as to incur the clanger of martyrdom, as no man is obliged to
1 See .Aw1, 1780, in Mr. Lungton'a Collection.
stripes croyant pas, qu'il soit puni de mort; il a commis I plus grand des crimes, il a menti devant les lois.'
